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\Work permit considerations for Forsign Todh Warkorsin BC(Craig Natauhara, February 2017)

With the support Tram Lhe federal and provindal goverrmaents and the new USiederal government
proposing immigration reforms, il iscurrent by a great time for femparary foreign warkers “TRWS ) to
‘consder working ir th tech industry in British Columbea and fof |ocsl bech companies o recruit such TRNS.
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1. Free Trade Agreement Professional - for US, Mesican, Chilean, Peruvian and Colomibian it zens who
qualify Lnder i of tha kated Professons, such as Enginesrs (includes scftware enginears and
computer engeneers), Computer Syslem Analysts and Graphees Desgners (indudes digital artists).
Mot Probessianals require dernond ralian of 4 relsled degee.
2 Clpon work penmits, available to TRV
(@) with @ Spouse o common-aw partner on certaln work penmits and shudy panmits.

3 Wlernalional Experence Canada " |57 ) cal egory
a) For young TAWs uR 10 the agescf 28/ 30/ 35 fram any of the 33 sligble curtries.
(=] must be made to avisa offioe so sfficent processing time musl be budgeted.
{c) TPAW=who held an [ECwork penmit isued befone 2015 may be eligble for one more.

4, BCProvingal Nomines —if the start dabe isal laas 1-2 manths away and the TAWis willing 1o apply
for permanent residence, the Canacian fech comparty may wish o pursse a nomination in support of
the TRA applying for a wark pormit

5, LMIA - prior 1o the TR applying for 2 work permit, the Canacian tech company must advertiss the
position on popular recruitment media for one month then demonstrate that qualified Canarian
candidates are not available. Cnoe an LMIA isissued to the company, the TRW will quality for the
work penmit il &/he can demor a'he [ 8 for the postion.

W awork permil app 1, i isimporiant to choose the proper location thal fitswith the
antingaled starl dale for the job. Appiyng ol the airpor or border crossing 5.8 greet option e the work
parmit isissued right on the spol. Wisa-exempt TFs may apply at the border while visa-requining TFVs may
apply & e barder i they are currently in Canads and hold valid ternporary stabus (such a5 a wark permit,
study permit or visitor record/ visiter stamp). Ctherwise work permitsapplied for al a Canadian visa office
(sch as the Canadian Consulate Ganaral in New York) can take 1-3 manth Arcl

applied for i the intand office (Le., in Vegrevile, )haﬂl]umwt“mmihmplmm

Aoarly as spring- 2017, thetech indusiny is anticipated to enyoy the following immigraticn improwemaent s

Twa 1 Conadian visa o i positi wher i ansor

QOLEAcNS requinng a degree.

Wiaivingihe Coradian recruil meni requirement for LMLA applications for spesific Lech oonupations
ket and erjaying 10 bus LMALA [processing

Spouses and common-iaw partnens (induding same gender pariners) of most ledh TR are ligible lor open
wiork perits thal will all o Ehem Lo ook for work, of wiork 1or Their own businesses, in Donada. Minor sged
children ol TRis ane elighie io aitend public school in BCtuition iree.



