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SCALEUP ACADEMY WEBINAR SERIES
WebSummit 2026 - The Value for Startups | May 21, 2026 - 11am to 12pm
What worked—and what didn’t—at Web Summit this year? Hear directly from BC companies about their experiences and key takeaways to apply to your own global growth strategy. Be part of the conversation and learn how to make the most of future opportunities. 

Host:
· Erika Borgerson, BC Tech
Panel:
· Jake McGregor, Avenue Intelligence
· Amanda Akroyd, Insporos
· Louis Dron, Redwood AI
· Amir Soleimani, Tree Track Intelligence

RUN OF SHOW:
	10:50AM
	Speakers arrive 10 minutes early for final testing
	10 min

	11:00AM
	Session opens
	2 min

	11:02AM
	Opening remarks – BC Tech, Erika Borgerson
	4 min

	11:06AM
	Speaker Introduction – BC Tech, Erika Borgerson
	1 min

	11:07AM
	Speaker Discussion – Erika and Jake, Amanda, Louis, Amir
	40 min

	11:47AM
	Audience Q&A – Erika and Jake, Amanda, Louis, Amir
	10 min

	11:57AM
	Closing Remarks – BC Tech, Erika Borgerson
	3 min

	12:00PM
	Event end
	Time






AUDIENCE POLLS - During welcome remarks:

Poll 1 -  What would you consider the strongest ROI from a conference like Web Summit?
· Pipeline or deal momentum
· Strategic relationship progress
· Clear market insights
· Credibility and brand visibility

Expected outcome: Credibility and brand visibility will have the most responses. This makes sense as this is often the main reason for startup activity at conferences. It is also often the thing that startups tend to struggle most with at the beginning of their business journey.

Poll 2 -  Which funding source are you looking to access for next phase of growth?
· Venture capital
· Revenue / customer funding
· Non-dilutive programs
· Strategic partners
· Debt financing
· We’re not focused on funding right now 

Expected outcome: Venture capital - especially coming right out of Web Summit, we expect that this is the first thing that comes to mind for startups. Next would likely be revenue / strategic partners / non-dilutive programs - all would still fit nicely with our Policy Recommendation on expanding investment scope and enhanced SR&ED credits.






QUESTIONS MODERATED BY ERIKA:
1. Before we get into the outcomes, let’s ground this in context. What stage is your company at and what problem were you trying to solve by being there?
a. Jake
b. Amanda
c. Louis
d. Amir
 
2. What delivered the most real value for you at Web Summit — and why do you think it worked?
a. Amanda
b. Jake
c. Amir
d. Louis

 
3. On the flip side, what didn’t deliver the return you expected — and what were some of your lessons learned? 
A. Amir
B. Louis
C. Jake
D. Amanda


4. Looking back, how did you actually measure whether Web Summit was ‘worth it’ for your company? What metrics were important to you?
a. Louis
b. Amanda
c. Amir
d. Jake

5. [Time Permitting] Based on your experience, what types of startups can benefit the most from an event like Web Summit?
a. Louis
b. Jake
c. Amir
d. Amanda
 
AUDIENCE Q&A - ERIKA
6. Now the final question - for startups on the line, who are just starting out but have big ambitions, what key takeaways would you share with them?
a. Jake
b. Amanda
c. Louis
d. Amir
Page  of 
image1.png
BC Tech
ScaleUp Academy
Webinar




